
 

PRELUDE         Jenny Smith 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    Pastor John 

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLES  (at FPC and in our homes)    Homer Johnstone 

We light these candles to remind ourselves of God’s presence,  
not only in this place, but in all places. Amen. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 17, 2024 | First Presbyterian Church, Petaluma CA

“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

John 12:24



CALL TO WORSHIP        

In light and in darkness, in peace and in confusion,  
Jesus Christ wants to make his home and meet his friends.  

He is the Light of Life: 
He is the hope for the world. 

In him there is neither Jew nor Gentile,  
neither insider nor outsider; 

All are one in Jesus Christ. 

He is the Light of Life; 
He is the hope for the world. 

In him there is neither rich nor poor,  
neither black nor white 

All are one in Jesus Christ. 

He is the Light of Life; 
He is the hope for the world. 

In him there is neither male nor female,  
neither master nor servant; 

All are one in Jesus Christ. 

He is the Light of Life; 
He is the hope for the world. 

PRAYER AND SILENT LISTENING TO GOD 

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, your unquenchable light has shone into our 
darkness, your relentless love has reached out to our loneliness, and 
your resourceful determination to have us has drawn us in your grasp. 
As we move, this Sunday, closer to your cross, give us the light to see 
your cross as our salvation, and as a sign of your great, eternal, 
unstoppable desire to have us. In this time silence, prepare our hearts 
for worship. 
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*HYMN   Speak, O Lord 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You, 
to receive the food of Your holy Word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness; 
that the light of Christ might be seen today 
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 
all Your purposes for Your glory 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
in the radiance of Your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of pow'r that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace, we'll stand on Your promises; 
and by faith, we'll walk as You walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, 'til Your church is built, 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 

CONFESSION AND PARDON     Homer Johnstone 

Let us confess our sins to God, 
whose loving-kindness endures forever.  
  

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
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heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves.  

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what 
we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Silence, a time for personal confession. 

Amen. People of God, hear the Good News: The mercy of the Lord is 
from everlasting to everlasting. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven.  

  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM  Esurientes Implevit Bonis  Sadie Sonntag, soloist 

 translation:  He fills the hungry with good things, 
   and sends the rich away empty handed. 

DISCOVERY TIME       Grete Hansen 

OFFERING          Pastor John 

*DOXOLOGY  (or in your preferred version)     

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.       

OLD TESTAMENT  Jeremiah 31:31-34  Homer Johnstone 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.  
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But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 

GOSPEL  John 12:20-33      	

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honor.  

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  The crowd standing there heard 
it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.”  

Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now 
is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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REFLECTING ON THE WORD     Pastor John 

HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
thinking that he would never wake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 

Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain, 
he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 

When our hearts are wintery, grieving, or in pain, 
your touch can call us back to the life again; 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 

OUR PRAYERS TO GOD 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   (or in your preferred version) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*CHARGE 
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*CLOSING RESPONSE 
  

From where we are  
to where you need us,  

Jesus, now lead on. 

From the security of what we know  
to the adventure of what you will reveal,  

Jesus, now lead on. 

To refashion the fabric of this world  
until it resembles the shape of your reign,  

Jesus, now lead on. 

Because good things have been prepared  
for those who love God,  

Jesus, now lead on. 

Surround us with your presence,  
inspire us with your purpose,  
confirm us in your love. 

Amen. 

*BLESSING 

CLOSING SONG  Go Now In Peace 

 Go now in peace, never be afraid.  
 God will go with you, each hour of every day. 
 Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 
 Know he will guide you in all you do. 
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor John Chase, Homer Johnstone, Jane Shelly, Music Director Jane 
Shelly, Organist/Pianist Jenny Smith, Student Ministries and Events Coordinator Grete 
Hansen, Choir, Worship Ensemble, vocal soloist: Sadie Sonntag, flutes: Jane Shelly and 
Lillian Brinkman, cellist: Michael Fecskes, AVL Technician Enrique Rojas 
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Closing Response adapted from A Wee Worship Book, Fourth Incarnation, 2002, Wild Goose Worship Group, GIA 
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Music: Speak, O Lord, Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, © 2005 Thankyou Music songs excel. UK & 
Europe, admin. by Kingsway Music. 

Music: Now the Green Blade Rises, TEXT: John M. C. Crum, 1928, alt., MUSIC: French carol, 15th cent.; harm. Martin 
Shawn, 1928, Text and Music Harm. © 1928 Oxford University Press. 
Music: Go Now In Peace, TEXT: Don Besig and Nancy Price, MUSIC: Don Besig, ©1988, Harold Flammer Music, a 
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